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The Hershey Hillclimb, long the jewel in 
the crown of the Pennsylvania Hillclimb 
Association, was last run as a part of a 
championship in the autumn of 1970. In 
the preceding years it had been both the 
opening event of their season and the closing 
competition at the end of the year. It was 
run over the roughly three quarter mile back 
drive up to the luxurious Hershey Hotel. The 
circuit was narrow and mostly tight, winding 
its way among trees that came down nearly 
to the roadway’s edge. There was little room 

for error. The powers that be in the town of 
Hershey – that means the chocolate company, 
who own nearly everything in the town – 
decided it was time to pull the plug. Thus 
that last event, the 25th, was 
the end - at least for a good 
long while.

Fast forward to the early 
2000s, right around 2010. 
The beautiful grounds of 
the Hershey Hotel appeared 
a most wonderful place for 
a very high class Concours 
d’Elegance to raise money 
for the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation. Wheels were 

set in motion 
to begin the 
planning. David George, 
a seasoned VSCCA event 
chairman and well known 
figure in the Concours world 
was asked for his ideas and he 
suggested that the car show 
weekend could be rounded 
out by a resurrection of the 
hillclimb on the day before the 
Sunday car show’ s festivities. 
It seemed a good idea and was 
adopted. The VSCCA agreed 
to run the hillclimb for 2011 
and it has grown marvelously 
ever since.

Rapidly becoming one of the premier events 
of the VSCCA, the Grand Ascent at Hershey 
(née the Hershey Hillclimb) is a genuinely 
classy weekend and a marvelous way to make 

some serious noise on a most demanding 
course. Needless to say, we love it.

We attended the final SCCA version - which 
was the 25th running - back in the Autumn 
of 1970. Mathematics would suggest that to 
have been forty-nine years ago but that simply 
isn’t possible. 

This year’s running saw a focus on the 
HRG marque. Four were expected but we 
had to settle for three. Still three examples 
of a marque that only made 242 cars over 
twenty years proved a good turnout. The 
three were all different and brought their 
own charms. This writer’s HRG 1500 was 
formally entered in the event and made a 

#353 Jason Urban, 1935 MG P-Type Lester Special.

VSCCA Grand Ascent at Hershey
Hershey, Pennsylvania

#281 Hal Fillinger, 1912 Mercedes Special.

#140 Eric Logan, 1964 Formcar.

mrksh
Typewritten Text
Thanks to Victory Lane Magazine for permission to upload to vscca.org.



Victory Lane    •   August  2019         47www.victorylane.com

fair number of runs. Scott Fenley brought 
out Gary Ford’s venerable “Hurgenhauser,” 
an HRG with an Offenhauser engine mounted 
where the little Singer unit would have lived 
originally. He made one demonstration run 
and did manage to beat Donick’s 1500 by 
the better part of a quarter of a second. The 
third HRG present was Gary Ford’s pristine 
HRG Aerodynamic. Stunningly restored, it 
garnered a lot of attention in the paddock 
and at the Friday evening reception for the 
hillclimbers and the folks displaying cars at 
the Concours. 

The entry this year was better than in the 
last year or two, especially in the area of 
Pre-War. There were a couple of early ARCA 
cars, Tom Ellsworth’s Ford-Amilcar, and Ben 
Bragg’s “Old Gray Mare.” Both ran well. 
Hall Fillinger added his own set of noises 

with the Mercedes GP car from the teens. It 
looks the part, makes the right noises, and it 
goes like stink. Jason Urban’s P-type Lester 

MG special was another most welcome 
addition to the prewar party.

Maybe the most interesting vehicle on the 
hill, though, was billed as “the Official Course 
Vehicle.” Provided by one of the chief sponsors, 

this brand new Caterpillar 
926M wheel loader. It 
actually made two runs on 
the hill but we understand 
that as “demonstration” 
runs they weren’t timed. 
Such a pity...

The hill is daunting, the 
trees at the road’s edge 
seem a lot closer than 
photos indicate they were 
back in the event’s glory 
days and the road surface, 
itself, hasn’t gotten any 
wider. Still, the spectators 
love it and the drivers revel 

in the challenge.
The target time for most of the faster cars 

is to break a minute and a fair number of the 

more nimble cars did just that. The Donick 
Allard J2 (yup, he was driving two cars this 
weekend) managed to get comfortably into 
the fifty-nine second realm and so the driver 
pronounced himself satisfied.  

Fastest time of the day went to Stefan Vapaa, 
who was driving his SAAB with gusto and with 
ungodly amounts of noise. His dad, George, in 
the other Vapaa entry was not far behind him.

We noted that Steve Moscowitz was finally 
coming to grips with the old Nick Rizzo Olds 
Special that had done so well years ago in 
the Keene Mountain Hillclimb. We were also 
impressed by the oddball thingie that Bob 
Webber was driving. At first glance it looks 
rather Lotus-like but it turns out to be a very 
special Autodynamics (those folks who built 
so many Formula VEEs) product called the 
“Hustler.” It was said to be built as a road 
car for Sam Posey. We haven’t managed to 
confirm that part of the story yet.

Overall the event proved a delight and the 
additions to the entry have helped ensure the 
event’s future, at least for now.

GRAND ASCENT
PL CL DRIVER/CAR
1 S.  Vapaa/1968 SAAB Sonett 52.12
2 M.  McCullough/1962 Lotus 23B
3 D.  Rose/1959 Lotus XI
4 D.  Baker/1959 Lotus 7
5 S.  Fenley/1961 Lotus Elite
6 J.  Clerk/1967 Mini Cooper
7 G.  Vapaa/1964 Quantum Formula S
8 P.  Bauer/1970 Datsun 510
9 L.  Shaffer/1960 Austin Healey  

Sprite
10 E.  Logan/1964 Formcar S1

11 J.R.  Mitchell/1960 Lotus 7
12 J.  Donick/1951 Allard J2
13 M.  Rich/1955 Austin Healey 100M
14 N.  Polimeni/1959 Volvo PV544
15 C.  Duer/1957 Porsche 356 Coupe
16 D.  Mensh/1967 Marcos 1600 GT
17 S. Vapaa/ Devin-SAAB H-Mod
18 T.  Miller/1957 Porsche 356
19 J.  Parianti/1959 Abarth Zagato 750  

GT
20 J.  Bottomley/1959 MGA
21 S.  Moskowitz/1941 Oldsmobile 

Special

22 R.  Polimeni/1959 Volvo PV544
23 E.  Hyman/1956 Porsche 356 Coupe
24 T.  Ellsworth/1935 Amlicar Ford 

Special
25 W.  Lightfoot/1959 Morgan+4
26 B.  Bragg/1935 Reuter V-8 Special
27 D.  Tinsman/1972 Triumph GT-6
28 R.  Webber/1967 Autodynamics 

Hustler
29 A.  Lesher/1965 Plymouth Barracuda
30 D. Critz/Buick Shafer 8
31 J.  Urban/1935 MG P-Type Lester 

Special

32 A.  Pack/1965 Devin-SAAB H-Mod 
Special

33 N.  Hutton/1954 Edwards Blume
34 C.  Rala/1962 MGA
35 K.  Kochera/1962 Porsche 356  

Coupe
36 H.  Fillinger/1912 Mercedes Special
37 S.  Fenley/HRG Hurgenhauser
38 J.  Donick/HRG 1500
39 S.  Stewart/1958 Austin Healey  

Sprite
40 J.  Vogel/1964 Lotus Elan S2
41 F.  Shark/1959 Austin Healey Sprite

#20 Tom Ellsworth, 1935 Amlicar Ford Special.

#383 Michael Rich, Austin Healey 100M.
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